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SUBJECT: PRIME MINISTER WILLIAMS URGES CARIBBEAN 
PEOPLE TO STAY OUT OF AFRICA 

1 . IN AN EXTEMPORANEOUS SPEECH DELIVERED APRIL 23, 

AT A LOCAL TRADE UNION CONFERENCE, PRIME MINISTER 
ERIC WILLIAMS STATED THAT THE PEOPLE OF THE CARIBBEAN 
SHOULD STAY OUT OF AFRICA AND LET AFRICAN NATIONS SOLVE 
AFRICAN PROBLEMS BY THEMSELVES. HE SAID THAT THE PEOPLE 
OF AFRICA WERE CAPABLE OF HANDLING THEIR PROBLEMS WITOUT 
OUTSIDE INTERFERENCE OR GUIDANCE FROM PRESUMPTUOUS 
PEOPLE IN THE CARIBBEAN. ACCORDING TO DR. WILLIAMS, 

THOSE PEOPLE IN THE CARIBBEAN WHO MADE A GREAT PUBLIC 
DISPLAY OF THEIR TIES WITH AFRICA WERE IN FACT CONSIDERED 
OUTSIDERS BY AFRICANS AND WERE NOT WANTED AS EITHER 
ADVISORS OR HELPERS. IN SUPPORT OF HIS COMMENT DR. 

WILLIAMS REFERRED TO A STATEMENT REPORTEDLY MADE BY THE 
TANZANIAN CHAIRMANOF THE UN DECOLONIZATION COMMITTEE TO 
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IN AFRICA AND THAT SOLUTIONS TO AFRICAN PROBLEMS SHOULD 
COME FROM WITHIN THE CONTINENT. 

2. DURING HIS SPEECH DR. WILLIAMS ALSO RENEWED HIS 
WARNING AGAINST ATTEMPTS BY LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES 
TO 'RECOLONIZE" THE CARIBBEAN. HE SAID THAT CARIBBEAN 
ENERGIES COULD BE BETTER USED IN COUNTERING THIS THREAT. 

HE WAS DISMAYED. HOWEVER, BY THE INCREASINGLY IDEOLOGICAL 
ORIENTATION OF OTHER CARIBBEAN NATIONS AND AT THE LACK OF 
COHESION WITHIN THE AREA. 

3. IN A BRIEF CONVERSATION WITH AN EMBASSY OFFICER AFTER 
THE SPEECH, DR. WILLIAMS RESTATED HIS CONCERN ABOUT CUBA’S 
INVOLVEMENT IN AFRICA AND HIS FEELING THAT THE 

CUBAN GOVERNMENT WAS CREATING TROUBLES FOR ITSELF AT HOME 
BY ITS INVOLVEMENT ABROAD. 

4. COMMENT: THE SPEECH WAS ONE OF MANY GIVEN BY THE 
PRIME MINISTER IN RECENT WEEKS AS THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN 
HAS GOTTEN UNDER WAY, AND IT ATTRACTED RELATIVELY LITTLE 
PUBLIC NOTICE. IT DID PROVIDE, HOWEVER, A USEFUL 
INDICATION OF DR. WILLIAMS' CURRENT THINKING ABOUT CUBA 
AND ABOUT CARIBBEAN INVOLVEMENT IN SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

RICH 
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